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Ricardo opens new power electronics and 
vehicle laboratories in California 

 
With Silicon Valley rapidly becoming the new capital of 

automotive technology and innovation in North America, 

Ricardo is further investing in facilities at its Santa Clara 

Technical Center, enabling the company to support its clients 

with the latest in electrified and autonomous vehicle design 

and development projects 

 

The state of California – and Silicon Valley in particular – is increasingly attracting 

automakers establishing local advanced technology and R&D activities, in addition to 

many technology start-ups and completely new market entrants drawn from outside 

the traditional ecosystem of automotive development. The core focus of this activity is 

upon the transition away from mechanically biased powertrains based on traditional 

fully manual control and fossil-based fuels, to electrified architectures and 

autonomous driving capabilities.   

 

Ricardo’s Santa Clara Technical Center is already a key partner providing new 

automotive technology and innovation to customers in California, such as Peloton 

Technology. “Improved driver safety is one of the cornerstones of driver-assistive 

truck platooning and Ricardo’s expertise in vehicle safety has been invaluable to 

Peloton as we apply the best industry standards to our commercial-grade trucking 

technology” said Dr. Josh Switkes, Founder and CEO of Peloton Technology.  

“Ricardo’s expanded footprint in Silicon Valley enables us to work together even more 

effectively. Through our partnership with Ricardo, we are using industry-leading best 

practices to bring enhanced safety and performance to our driver-assistive truck 

platooning system.”    
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The new investment in power electronics and vehicle build facilities at its Santa Clara 

Technical Center further underscores Ricardo’s commitment to supporting and 

catalysing innovation in the next generation of clean, electrified and increasingly 

autonomous vehicles. 

 

“We are very pleased to open our electrification and vehicle laboratory in Silicon 

Valley,” commented Ricardo Inc president Paul Rivera. “These new facilities build 

upon our already well-equipped base in California, and will enable us to support our 

west coast clients with services from hardware- and software-in-the-loop testing 

through to full vehicle development builds for advanced driver assistance and 

autonomous vehicle systems. We look forward to using our expanded capability in 

California, to provide engineering expertise and innovative solutions, as we help our 

clients to shape the future of mobility.” 

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
 
 
Peloton is a connected and automated vehicle technology company dedicated to improving 
the safety and efficiency of U.S. and global freight transportation. Peloton’s flagship driver-
assistive platooning system links the active safety systems of pairs of trucks, and connects 
them to a cloud-based Network Operations Center that controls when and where trucks can 
platoon. Peloton solutions also improve the safety of individual trucks by requiring best-in-
class forward collision avoidance systems and other safety features that are active both in 
and out of platoon. For more information, visit www.peloton-tech.  
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering 
excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the world's major 
transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good Index, 
which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) practices. Ricardo, Inc. is the US subsidiary of Ricardo plc. For more 
information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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